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The provisions of this handbook do not constitute an offer for a contract which may be accepted by students 

through registration and enrollment in the University. The University reserves the right to change any provision or 
requirement, including fees, at any time with or without notice. The University further reserves the right to require a 
student to withdraw from the University for cause at any time.  

Failure to read this handbook does not excuse students from the requirements and regulations described herein. 

The University of Louisiana Monroe adheres to the principle of equal educational and employment opportunity 
without regard to race, color, creed or religion, national origin, sex, marital or parental status, age, disability, veteran 
status, or political belief. This policy extends to all programs and activities supported by the University.  

The University of Louisiana Monroe, an institution of higher learning, maintains compliance with the 
requirements and regulations set forth by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, as amended June 17, 1976. The 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act Compliance Guidelines are available to parents and students in the Office of 
Student Affairs, Division of Information Services, Registrar, and Student Government Association. 
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Introduction 
 This handbook provides information specific to the online Doctoral Program in 
Curriculum and Instruction.  It gives details about the policies and procedures of the program. 
Rules and regulations that are university-wide, as well as course descriptions, can be found in 
The University of Louisiana Monroe Graduate Catalog, 

http://catalog.ulm.edu/index.php
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educators, leaders, and practitioners from multiple disciplines, applicants to this program can 
enter upon completion of a Master’s degree from their respective field.   

Additionally, this program can be completed along with coursework in one of the 
Alternative Path Leader certification programs.  This allows program graduates to emerge from 
the doctoral program with Educational Leader Level 1 certification. Specific requirements apply 
for this program are as follows: (a) completion of 30 hours in additional coursework, (b) holding 
a  Louisiana type B or Level 2 teaching certificate, (c) at least 3 years teaching experience, and 
(d) passage of  the School Leaders Licensure Assessment (SLLA) to qualify. Depending on 
prior coursework taken, candidates interested in this avenue for certification may complete the 
leadership certification program with some degree of reduction in overall coursework. Interested 
students should consult with the Program Coordinator for more information about how many 
hours of additional coursework would be required of them to qualify for licensure.  
 
IV. Program Design and Expected Outcomes 
 The 
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The following criteria must be met in order to maintain good standing in the doctoral 
program: 

• Students enrolled in the doctoral program must maintain a minimum doctoral 
GPA of 3.00. Failure to earn a 3.00 GPA in any one semester will result in the 
student being placed on academic probation within the program. 

• Students placed on probation must remove the probationary status during the 
next term. Failure to do so will result in termination from the program.  

• Any earned grade of C requires a consultation with the doctoral program 
coordinator and/or doctoral advisor to determine what, if any, issues need to 
be resolved. 

• Any earned grade below a C results in immediate dismissal from the program.  
• Students who earn more than 2 grades of C in coursework in the doctoral 

program will be dismissed from the program. 
• Failure to adequately resolve academic and/or professional remediation as 

outlined in the Satisfactory Progress Remediation Schedule, will result in 
removal from the program.  

• Students who, due to personal issues, are unable to maintain continuous 
enrollment (as defined by continuous enrollment in the Fall and Spring 
semesters) must reapply after one year of absence from the program. 

 
VI.   Program of Study 

A. Curriculum Offerings 
 Courses offered by the online Curriculum and Instruction Program shall be offered 
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papers should represent writings completed while enrolled in the Ed.D. Program. At least 
one of the three papers must be accepted for publication by a peer-reviewed, academic 
journal prior to defense. 

 
B. Proposal  

Doctoral Candidate will propose the three-paper dissertation to the doctoral committee 
during the first semester that dissertation hours are taken. (This may be before or after any 
published/peer-reviewed paper has been written and accepted for publication.) 

 
The proposal will consist of the following: 
• a 15-20 minute 
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Acceptance of a manuscript by a journal does not automatically constitute approval 
by the committee. 

 
• One or more papers should be a systematic review of existing research on the substantive 

topic or an article based on the theoretical or policy approach to the topic.  
• One or more papers should be empirical research-based on data analyzed by the student 

with any necessary IRB permissions secured. (The IRB, if needed, should be written to 
address all research needs across papers.) 

• Each paper should follow the guidelines of the approved journal to which the article will 
be/has been submitted. 

 
iii. Conclusion (Chapter 5) 

Conclusion will summarize the papers (articles) major findings, discussion, and 
recommendations and present/discuss linkages (similarities, differences, themes or 
patterns) among the manuscripts including the following: 

 
• Discuss scholarly work completed broadly including a discussion of how the three papers 

connect and support the current literature. 
• Synthesis of the main findings of the full work including the findings reported in each 

paper 
• Strengths and limitations of the papers/research 
• General conclusions 
•  Implications for practice  
• Recommendations for future research  

 
D. Defense  

Once the three-paper dissertation is completed and the major professor agrees that the student 
is ready, the major professor will share the work with the doctoral committee. If the committee is 
in agreement, a dissertation de
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The dissertation must follow the guidelines regarding formatting and required 
components. See dissertation guidelines per the Graduate School.  Each dissertation 
chapter will have its own reference list with a comprehensive list following the 
conclusion. Length of each paper should follow the guidelines of the approved, refereed 
journals. 

 
3. Capstone: Examining a Problem of Practice 

A. Overview of Capstone 

The Capstone is a cohesive body of work comprised of an investigation of a problem 
of practice (POP) within a discipline. The POP is an identified area of concern gleaned 
from an examination of the context of said discipline. An Action P



Revised 1/24/2023 
 

ULM Ed.D. in Curriculum and Instruction Program Handbook                                                                               
16 

  

C. Action Plan (Part 2) 

Action Plan should include the following: 
• Proposed solution 
• Feasibility of implementation 
•  

• Predicted outcomes 
• Artifacts u
EMCsed 

  Candidate creates an  Include artifacts employed in the Action Plan 
 

D. Delivery of Action Plan (Part 3) 

Part 3: Delivery of Action Plan at Approved Site (3-6  Candidate implements Action 7
EMClan 
• Include interpretation of resu
EMClts 

• Identification of limitations 
• Discussion of recommendation, implications for future implementations 
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The Capstone must follow the guidelines regarding APA formatting and required 
components. The final product must be submitted to the School of Education Capstone 
Repository. 

 
IX-1. Dissertation/Capstone Hours 

The student will be expected to enroll for a minimum of three (3) semester hours of 
dissertation/capstone credit for each semester in which the student is working with faculty on 
the dissertation/capstone. The student must be enrolled in a minimum of three semester hours 
of dissertation/capstone credit during the semester in which the degree is conferred. No less 
than fifteen (15) semester hours of credit shall be earned over the course of three (3) or more 
semesters for successful completion of the dissertation/capstone. A general rule of thumb for 
enrollment in dissertation hours is that if you are going to require the assistance of program 
faculty in terms of feedback or guidance, you should enroll in at least 3 hours. Overall, 
however, the number of hours enrolled should be commensurate with the expected amount of 
work the student expects to complete in a given term. 

One of the two following courses must be taken by the candidate based on the 
dissertation option: 

• CURR 7015 Dissertation 
A candidate taking the option of Traditional Dissertation or Three-Paper Format 
Dissertation takes fifteen (15) hours of this course. 

• CURR 7016 Curriculum and Instruction Capstone 
The candidate taking the Capstone option takes fifteen (15) hours of this course. 

 
IX-2. Scheduling The Dissertation Defense 

Proposal and Final defense must be scheduled during the regular academic calendar.  As 
faculty are nine-month employees, it is possible faculty will not be available to meet for a 
defense during the summer. Therefore, students are expected to defend during fall or spring 
semesters.  To be eligible for graduation students will need to defend the dissertation at least 
two weeks before the Graduate School deadline for submission. This usually occurs mid-
semester. Check the Graduate School calendar for dissertation submission dates. Dissertation 
Defense will not be scheduled during finals week, or the week prior to finals. To preserve the 
integrity of the dissertation process, students are not allowed to propose and defend in the 
same semester.  The responsibility of scheduling the defense, and getting an agreed upon 
time of the entire committee, falls upon the doctoral student. 

Prior to scheduling a defense, students must have committee chair approval that the 
proposal or dissertation meets the standards of a final draft.  A final draft will need no 
editing in writing conventions, form, and will follow APA format. If necessary, the student is 
encouraged to pay an editor to ensure a clean draft. Once approved by the committee chair, 
the student is responsible for delivering a hard copy of the final draft to doctoral committee 
members a minimum of fourteen (14) days before the defense date. Electronic drafts are not 
acceptable. 
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Guests are welcome to the presentation portion of the dissertation defense. No taping or 
recording devices of any kind are allowed in the dissertation defense meetings. Following 
completion of the dissertation, the student will be expected to defend this scholarly work 
during a Dissertation/Capstone Defense. 

 
IX-3. Dissertation/Capstone Committee: 

The student’s dissertation committee shall consist of the committee chair and three 
additional faculty. The committee chair must be selected from among School of Education 
full-status graduate faculty only. Additional committee members may be added to address 
specific student program or research needs, such as those unique to students whose work is 
inter-disciplinary. One of the four faculty members can be from another college at ULM OR 
another university. If the student selects a member from another university, that 
representative  (st)-0.9 ( b) T*
[(r)



https://www.ulm.edu/gradschool/council.html
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http://www.aera.net/Portals/38/docs/About_AERA/CodeOfEthics%281%29.pdf 
 
 
XVIII. Cheating and Plagiarism 

ULM’s definition of cheating & plagiarism: 
             http://catalog.ulm.edu/content.php?catoid=21&navoid=2516  

http://www.aera.net/Portals/38/docs/About_AERA/CodeOfEthics%281%29.pdf
http://catalog.ulm.edu/content.php?catoid=21&navoid=2516
https://www.plagiarism.org/article/what-is-plagiarism
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proper attribution. Please avoid potentially serious situations by informing yourself 
as to how to properly attribute sources. For more information about ULM’s policy, 
please read the ULM Student Handbook at and the APA Style Manual, 7th edition. 

 
 
XIX. Intellectual Property in Online Courses 
 All of the instructional materials provided to you in your doctoral program courses are for 
your intellectual growth and development only. All materials you will come into contact with in 
this program are protected under copyright laws, and the individuals (or companies) who 
produced these materials retain the rights to the reproduction, alteration, and dissemination of 
those materials, where applicable. You can expect that your course and doctoral program faculty 
will abide by “fair use" copyright laws, and they will expect you to do the same. All syllabi for 

https://www.ulm.edu/studenthandbook/documents/2020-21-student-handbook-version-92920.pdf
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up to removal from the program. All issues dealing with academic, professional, and/or ethical 
concerns related to the program will be documented and copies of all relevant materials will be 
placed in the student’s permanent file.  
 
Level 1 Concern: Any student not meeting the above academic, professional, or ethical 
standards outlined in Section IV, Parts A-D, Section V, Part C, and Section XVII, will be 
designated as a Level 1 concern, at which time the student will be required to meet with the 
Program Coordinator and Faculty Advisor to discuss the issue(s). If the Program Coordinator and 
the advisor are the same person, then the Director of the School of Education will attend this 
meeting. The product of this meeting will be a letter to be drafted by the student which outlines 
the way in which the student expects to address the concern(s) discussed in the meeting. In order 
to remove the Level 1 concern, the student must satisfactorily address the conditions which 
occasioned the designation. In the semester following the Level 1 meeting, the matter will be 
reviewed by the Program Coordinator in consultation with the faculty advisor (or Director of the 
School of Education) to determine if the Level 1 concern may be removed. If the matter(s) has 
not been sufficiently resolved, or continues to be a problem, this concern will escalate to a Level 
2 concern.  
 
Level 2 Concern: If a student does not sufficiently resolve the matter(s) which precipitated the 
Level 1 concern, or if additional issues have arisen, then the matter will escalate to a Level 2 
concern, at which time the student will be required to meet again with the Ed.D. program 
committee to discuss these matters. After this meeting, the student will be required to develop a 
formal plan to address the problem(s) outlined and distribute to this to the committee. In the 
semester following the Level 2 concern issuance, the student will not be permitted to hold an 
assistantship or enroll in more than 2 courses. Additionally, at the conclusion of this following 
semester, the Ed.D. committee will meet to discuss whether or not the matter has been 
sufficiently resolved. If the committee meets and determines that these matters have not been 
sufficiently resolved, the student in question will be removed from the program.   
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Appendix A 
 

Doctoral Program Forms 
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Applicants must have completed coursework in the approved 
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SECTION C: Results/Approval of Comprehensive Examinations (after oral examination):   [   ] Pass    [   ] Fail 
 

_______________________________________________________         __________ 
Program Coordinator (Signature)                   Date 
 

_______________________________________________________         __________ 
Graduate School (Signature)                      Date  
 
 

 
 
 
 
All applicants must have the following completed prior to presentation of Dissertation Proposal: 

1. All coursework. 
2. Pass

 (u-1.a2 (e0.6lTw 6.186 0 Td
(LBody 004 Tw 0 -1.144 TD
5.216    )-5.w)c)-3.i(o)-5 (w)-4.5 (a)-1.2 (p)1 b( )0.5 (t)0.6 (h)-5 (e)-1.1 (s)-2.3 (e)-1.1 (n)-5 (t)0.6 (a)-1.1 (t)0. (f)902d (i)0..Tw 6.186 0 Td
(7.06
EMC 
/LBody <T <</MCBT15 >>BDC 
-0262 -0 0 10.02 72 584.1 Tm
( )48(t)0 
/P <</MCID 12 >>BDC 
/T2702 Tc 0.004 TTw 1. )1 -1.15 
/[(_-0.00___-0.00___-0.0.6 ___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-w 6.25.952    )-5.___-0.00___-0.0.6 ___-0.00___-0.00_-w 6.5.__-0.00___-0.00___-0.00_-w 6.5.__-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00___-0.00__Tw 6.186 0 Td
(LBody CID 12 >>BDC 
/T2802 Tc 0.004 T1w 1. )1 -1.15-25.952 
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Committee Chair 
 
_______________________________          ________________       ___________________         
_________    
Committee Member 
 
_______________________________          ________________        ___________________        
_________    
Committee Member 
 
_______________________________          ________________        ___________________         
_________    
Committee Member 
 
_______________________________          ________________        ___________________         
_________  
Optional Committee Member 
 

_____________________________________________________     ________________          
Program Coordinator Signature          Date 
 
 
 
All applicants must have the following completed prior to the defense of the dissertation. 
1. An Approved Dissertation Proposal. 
2. A PDF copy of the Dissertation to be defended to each committee member.

.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course introduces subcultures including political, economic, 
and social backgrounds that impact global educational needs.  
 
CURR 7007    (3 semester hours) 
COURSE TITLE: Research in Effective Teaching and Learning 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course examines research-based theories and practices of 
teaching and learning. 
 
CURR 7008   (3 semester hours) 
COURSE TITLE: Communication and Collaboration in Problem Solving 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Presents methods and styles of communication which facilitate 
positive interpersonal communication and introduces techniques and methods for conflict 
resolution between faculty, students, and administrators.  
 
CURR 7009   (3 semester hours) 
COURSE TITLE: Curriculum Theory and Design  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Designed to enable educational leaders to select, organize, and 
design curricula for content delivery in schools. Students explore the intellectual, social, moral, 
and political foundations of curriculum development in education through a wide range of 
theoretical lenses.  

CURR 7010   (3 semester hours) 
COURSE TITLE: Law, Policy, and Ethics 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Provides in depth study of the educational policy process in public 
school administration and supervision. Includes decision-making, principalship, 
superintendency, school law, and ethics.  

CURR 7011  (3 semester hours) 
COURSE TITLE: Program Evaluation Theory and Practice 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
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environments and the development and maintenance of effective professional development 
program.  

CURR 7014   (3 semester hours) 
COURSE TITLE: Decision Making for School Improvement 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course presents decision making and problem solving 
situations in educational settings with particular emphasis on school improvement and 
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